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Course overview 
How is artificial intelligence transforming European politics - and how can we study these changes 
critically and analytically? This seminar explores the role of digitalization and AI in shaping the 
European Union’s political landscape, regulatory frameworks, and governance structures. Students 
will examine key EU legislation such as the AI Act and the Digital Services Act, while engaging with 
broader debates on risks, opportunities, and the EU’s role as a global standard-setter in digital 
governance. 
 
In addition to reading and discussing political science and interdisciplinary literature, students will 
participate in a group foresight scenario project, applying future-thinking methods to imagine the 
political challenges and opportunities that digital technologies may pose for European integration. The 
seminar also includes multiple practical “lab” sessions introducing AI-assisted research methods - such 

1 

mailto:lukas.hetzer@wiso.uni-koeln.de
https://calendly.com/lukas-hetzer/30min


 

as conversational AI tools and text classification techniques - combined with guidance on how to apply 
these methods in empirical political research.  
 
The seminar has an empirical-analytical focus. Familiarity with basic quantitative research methods 
and statistics is required. 
 
 

Seminar Atmosphere 
Since the seminar is discussion-based, all students are expected to attend, have read the required texts 
for the week, and be able to discuss them. It is the joint responsibility of teachers and students to create 
a respectful, inclusive, and attentive atmosphere in the seminar. This includes reflecting on the 
different backgrounds, experiences, and speaking positions among the seminar participants, being 
sensitive to one's own speaking behavior, and being open to other perspectives and opinions. The 
seminar strives to include all students and therefore to break down structural disadvantages. If you feel 
uncomfortable with the seminar atmosphere, please feel free to contact the instructor at any time (see 
above for email address and office hours). 
 
 

Assessment 
The assessment consists of the following components:  

1.​ Final Project (75 points): A term paper of 4000 (±400) words. The paper will be a detailed 
project proposal, posing a novel research question engaging with the course literature and 
proposing a methodological framework to test the postulated hypotheses.  

2.​ Group Presentation (15 points): Following week 3, groups will analyze the EU’s Digital 
Services Act and AI Act using scenario building and foresight methods, which will be 
presented in week 6.  

3.​ Bonus Points (6 points) : Bonus points can be earned by submitting discussion questions or 
points of criticism by Tuesday (23:55) before the seminar. Each week, students can submit up 
to three questions and/or discussion points, for which one bonus point can be earned each. A 
total of up to 6 bonus points can be earned, resulting in a maximum total score of 106. The 
bonus points collected will only be added to the total score if students fulfill the mandatory 
course requirements, i.e., write a final paper and give a presentation. 

 
The final grade is calculated from the total number of points using the following table: ​
​  
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Points Grade 

100-96 
95-91 
90-86 
85-81 
80-76 
75-71 
70-66 
65-61 
60-56 
55-51 
50-0 

1,0 
1,3 
1,7 
2,0 
2,3 
2,7 
3,0 
3,3 
3,7 
4,0 
5,0 

 
Unexcused delays in submitting the final thesis will result in a grade deduction in accordance with the 
following table: 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Schedule and seminar literature​
(Grey texts are optional readings)   
 
 

Week 1 (16. October, 14:00 - 15:30): Introduction, getting acquainted, requirements  
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Verspätung  Abzug 

0-24 hours past the deadline 
24-48 hours past the deadline 
48-72 hours past the deadline 
>72 hours past the deadline 

20%  
35% 
50% 
Not graded 



 

Week 2 (30. October, 14:00 - 17:30):   
PART 1: Theories of European Integration and how they explain the EU’s engagement 
in digital policy    
Saurugger, S. (2023). Grand theories of integration: Neofunctionalism, intergovernmentalism and 

constructivism. In The Elgar Companion to the European Union (pp. 13-26). Edward Elgar 
Publishing. 

Heidebrecht, S. (2025). Digital Policy as a Driver of Integration: Spillover Effects and European 
Commission Empowerment. Politics and Governance, 13. 

Carver, J. (2024). More bark than bite? European digital sovereignty discourse and changes to the 
European Union’s external relations policy. Journal of European Public Policy, 31(8), 
2250-2286. 

Ferrara, F. M., & Kriesi, H. (2022). Crisis pressures and European integration. Journal of European 
public policy, 29(9), 1351-1373. 

Hooghe, L., & Marks, G. (2009). A postfunctionalist theory of European integration: From permissive 
consensus to constraining dissensus. British journal of political science, 39(1), 1-23. 

Jones, E., Kelemen, D. R., & Meunier, S. (2021). Failing forward? Crises and patterns of European 
integration. Journal of European Public Policy, 28(10), 1519-1536. 

 

PART 2: EU digital policy - where we stand today 
Familiarize yourself with the EU’s digital policy strategy, mainly focusing on the DMA, DSA and 
AI Act 
 
 

Week 3 (13. November, 14:00 - 17:30):  
PART 1: Foresight und Scenario-Building methods 
Oppenheimer, M. (2016). The scenario construction process. In M. F. Oppenheimer & L. Freedman 

(Eds.), Pivotal countries, alternate futures: Using scenarios to manage American strategy (pp. 
113-207). Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press. 

European Strategy and Policy Analysis System (2024). Global Trends to 2040. Choosing Europe’s 
future. https://espas.eu/files/ESPAS-Ideas-Paper-CoR-Digital-cohesion.pdf  

Sheldon, C. (2025). AI Tools for Democratic Strategy. International Strategy Forum Voices Series. 
https://scsp222.substack.com/p/isf-voices-2025-ai-tools-for-democratic?utm_campaign  

Tetlock, P., & Gardner, D. (2016). Chapter 3. In P. Tetlock, Superforecasting: The art and science of 
prediction. New York: Random House Books. 
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Vedantam, S., Cohen, R., Shah, P., & Boyle, T. (2020, January 23). How to see the future (No crystal 
ball needed). NPR. https://www.npr.org/2020/01/23/798967264/how-to-see-the-future-no- 
crystal-ball-needed 

European Commission (2023). Strategic Foresight Report 2023. Sustainability and people’s wellbeing 
at the heart of Europe’s Open Strategic Autonomy. Luxembourg: Publications Office of the 
European Union. © European Union, 2023. 
https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/ca1c61b7-e413-4877-970b-8ef619fc6b6c
_en?filename=SFR-23-beautified-version_en_0.pdf 

Ascher, W. (1978). Conclusion. In W. Ascher, Forecasting: An appraisal for policy-makers and 
planners (pp. 199-214). Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press. 

Fishbein, W. H. (2011). Prospective sense-making: A realistic approach to ‘foresight for prevention’ in 
an age of complex threats. In C. De Franco & C. O. Meyer (Eds.), Forecasting, warning, and 
responding to transnational risks. Houndmills, Basingstoke, Hampshire: Palgrave Macmillan. 

 

PART 2: The Global Index of Responsible AI Opportunities, Risks, and Challenges  
Familiarize yourself with the GIRAI dataset, its purpose, framework, methodology, and 
central results.  
 
 

Week 4 (20. November, 14:00 - 17:30): Individual group feedback  
 
 
Week 5 (4. - 5. December, 14:00 - 17:30 / 10:00 - 13:30): Presentations  of group 
work  
 
 
 

Week 6 (11. December, 14:00 - 17:30): EU Actorness and the Brussels Effect in 
digital policy (may be swapped with week 8)  
PART 1: The Brussels Effect  
Bendiek, A., & Stuerzer, I. (2023). The Brussels effect, European regulatory power and political capital: 

Evidence for mutually reinforcing internal and external dimensions of the Brussels effect from 
the European digital policy debate. Digital Society, 2(1), 5. 
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Ferracane, M. F., González Ugarte, S., & van der Marel, E. (2025). The Brussels effect in Africa: is it 
beneficial for intra-regional trade in digital services?. Journal of International Economic Law, 
28(1), 1-22. 

Calderaro, A. (2025). The EU as a global cyber actor. In Handbook of European Union Governance 
(pp. 540-553). Edward Elgar Publishing. 

Šonková, M. (2024). Brussels Effect Reloaded?: The European Union’s Digital Services Act and the 
Artificial Intelligence Act. College of Europe. https://www.coleurope.eu/sites/default 
/files/research-paper/EDP_4_24%20Sonkova_0.pdf  

Rauh, C. (2025). International recognition of European Union “actorness”: Language-based evidence 
from United Nations general debate speeches 1970–2020. International Interactions, 1-30. 

 

PART 2: Methods Lab: AI tools for text analysis  
Zhang, H., Wu, C., Xie, J., Lyu, Y., Cai, J., & Carroll, J. M. (2023). Redefining qualitative analysis in 

the AI era: Utilizing ChatGPT for efficient thematic analysis. arXiv preprint 
arXiv:2309.10771. 

Alizadeh, M., Kubli, M., Samei, Z., Dehghani, S., Zahedivafa, M., Bermeo, J. D., ... & Gilardi, F. 
(2025). Open-source LLMs for text annotation: a practical guide for model setting and 
fine-tuning. Journal of Computational Social Science, 8(1), 17. 

 
 

Week 7 (15. January, 14:00 - 17:30): Public support for AI regulation and 
policy-making (may be swapped with week 7)  
PART 1:  
 
Starke, C., & Lünich, M. (2020). Artificial intelligence for political decision-making in the European 

Union: Effects on citizens’ perceptions of input, throughput, and output legitimacy. Data & 
Policy, 2, e16. 

Ehret, S. (2022). Public preferences for governing AI technology: Comparative evidence. Journal of 
European Public Policy, 29(11), 1779-1798. 

Wilczek, B., Thäsler-Kordonouri, S., & Eder, M. (2024). Government regulation or industry 
self-regulation of AI? Investigating the relationships between uncertainty avoidance, people’s 
AI risk perceptions, and their regulatory preferences in Europe. AI & SOCIETY, 1-15. 

Poszler, F., & Lange, B. (2024). The impact of intelligent decision-support systems on humans' ethical 
decision-making: A systematic literature review and an integrated framework. Technological 
Forecasting and Social Change, 204, 123403. 
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PART 2: Survey data generation and AI-Assisted Survey and Interview Methods 
Wuttke, A., Aßenmacher, M., Klamm, C., Lang, M. M., Würschinger, Q., & Kreuter, F. (2024). AI 

conversational interviewing: Transforming surveys with LLMs as adaptive interviewers. arXiv 
preprint arXiv:2410.01824. 

Weidmann, J., Bechtel, M. M., Hess, M., & Cannon, A. (2023). Using AI Chatbots to Conduct 
Qualitative Interviews in Mass Surveys. 

Jalali, M. S., & Akhavan, A. (2024). Integrating AI language models in qualitative research: Replicating 
interview data analysis with ChatGPT. System Dynamics Review, 40(3), e1772. 

 
 
 

Week 8 (5. February, 14:00 - 17:30): Backup & wrap-up   
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