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1. Course Description

This course introduces students to the comparative study of European politics. As polit-
ical decisions in Europe are taken both in national capitals and in Brussels, this course
will provide students with analytical frameworks to understand both domestic and supra-
national politics in Europe. The lecture will present students with a basic toolkit to study
advanced democracies (including delegation models, the spatial model of politics, formal
reasoning). The goal of the lecture is not to cover a few European countries in depth, nor
to survey as many facts as possible about Europe. Instead, the objective is to equip stu-
dents with analytical tools to understand and examine contemporary developments and
political puzzles that are of particular relevance to European democracies and to prepare
them for advanced seminars on European politics, political representation, behavior, and
institutions.

2. Course Objectives

• Become familiar with delegation and strategic models of politics in the study of
European democracies

• Acquire in-depth knowledge of the political systems in Europe and the European
Union

• Become familiar with different arguments in the study of European democracies,
including the European Union

• Become familiar with key datasets for the study of European politics
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3. Prerequisites

A basic knowledge of concepts and methods in political science is required. Students
should be able to understand academic papers written in English language. Lectures and
the exam will be in English.

4. Course Assessment: Exam

The final exam will take place on 9 February, 11:00-12:00 in Lecture Hall A2. Registration
for the exam is possible until 30 January. Participatns are able to receive 60 points on the
exam (60 minutes). Note: exam registration is separate from KLIPS course registration.

5. Weekly Survey and Bonus Points

Every week you will find a link to a survey on the current topic of the week on ILIAS.
The participation in this survey is voluntary. By regularly participating in the survey you
have the opportunity to earn bonus points. Bonus points will be credited towards the
final exam in the winter semester 25/26 only, and only if you pass the final exam. You
are able to receive the top grade (1,0) on the exam without any bonus points. Details
about the bonus points will be communicated at the beginning of the course.

6. Course Material

The course will be based around the 2nd edition of the textbook Foundations of European
Politics by De Vries, Hobolt, Proksch and Slapin (2025, Oxford University Press). The
book is available in the university library. Links to additional journal articles will be on
Ilias as well (make sure to connect via the university VPN). The reading list is subject to
change until the start of the course.
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7. Course Outline

Week 1 Introduction and Course Overview
October 14

Readings:

• Foundations of European Politics (FED) Chapter 1

Week 2 European Politics Through the Eyes of Political Scientists
October 21

Readings:

• Foundations of European Politics (FED) Chapter 2

Week 3 Democratic Politics in Europe
October 28

Readings:

• Foundations of European Politics (FED) Chapter 3
• Caramani, Daniele. 2017. “Will vs. Reason: The populist and tech-

nocratic forms of political representation and their critique to party
government.” American Political Science Review 111(1): 54-67.

Week 4 Multilevel Politics in Europe
November 4

• Foundations of European Politics (FED) Chapter 4
• Schulte-Cloos, Julia. 2018. “Do European Parliament elections fos-

ter challenger parties’ success on the national level?” European Union
Politics. 19(3):408-426.
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Week 5 Ideology and Voting Decisions in Europe
November 11

Readings:

• Foundations of European Politics (FED) Chapters 5-6
• Hooghe, L., and Marks, G. 2018. “Cleavage theory meets Europe’s

crises: Lipset, Rokkan, and the transnational cleavage.” Journal of Eu-
ropean Public Policy, 25(1), 109-135.

Week 6 Electoral Systems
November 18

Readings:

• Foundations of European Politics (FED) Chapter 7

Week 7 Political Representation
November 25

Readings:

• Foundations of European Politics (FED) Chapter 8
• Pilet, J. B., Sheffer, L., Helfer, L., Varone, F ., Vliegenthart, R., and

Walgrave, S. 2024. “Do Politicians Outside the United States Also
Think Voters Are More Conservative than They Really Are?” American
Political Science Review

Week 8 Parties and Party Competition in Europe
December 2

Readings:

• Foundations of European Politics (FED) Chapter 9-10
• Meguid, Bonnie M. 2005. “Competition Between Unequals: The Role

of Mainstream Party Strat- egy in Niche Party Success.” American Po-
litical Science Review, vol. 99, no. 3, Aug. 2005, pp. 347–59.
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Week 9 Political Communication
December 9

Readings:

• Foundations of European Politics (FED) Chapter 11
• Proksch, Sven-Oliver and Jonathan B. Slapin. 2012. “Institutional

Foundations of Legislative Speech.” American Journal of Political Sci-
ence, 56(3), 520-537.

Week 10 Government Formation and Law-Making
January 13

Readings:

• Foundations of European Politics (FED) Chapters 12-13
• Martin, L. W., and Vanberg, G. 2020. “Coalition Government, Leg-

islative Institutions, and Public Policy in Parliamentary Democracies.”
American Journal of Political Science, 64(2), 325–340.

Week 11 Guest Lecture: Prof. Hanna Bäck (Lund University)
January 20

Readings:

• TBA

Week 12 Interest Groups and Lobbying
January 27

Readings:

• Foundations of European Politics (FED) Chapter 14
• Dür, Andreas, and Gemma Mateo. 2024. “Lobbying in the face of

politicisation: Interest group strategies in trade policy.” Journal of Eu-
ropean Public Policy 31.1: 212-238.
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Week 13 Rule of Law, Democracy, and Backsliding
February 3

Readings:

• Foundations of European Politics (FED) Chapter 16-17
• Kelemen, R. Daniel. 2025. “Will the European Union escape its autoc-

racy trap?”, Journal of European Public Policy, 32:2, 341-364
• Ferrer, S., Hernandez, E., Prada, E. and Tomic, D. 2025. “The value

of liberal democracy: Assessing citizens’ commitment to democratic
principles.” European Journal of Political Research
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