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1. Course Description

This seminar discusses current reform proposals and related research on institutional re-
forms in the European Union in a highly interactive manner. Students will join a team
and participate in seminar debates, arguing for or against a particular reform proposal.
Finally, after the pre-debates in the class, a group of students will be chosen to repre-
sent the course in the state-wide debating competition “NRW debattiert Europa” event
and debate the future of the EU with other student teams from across NRW. While the
seminar debates will be held in English, the final debates during the competition will be
held in German and English. Students will complete the seminar by writing a term paper
related to politics in the European Union.

2. Course Objectives

e Develop capacity to understand and critically reflect on the main debates related to
the study of reform in the EU

e Develop oral presentation and debating skills
e Develop research skills

e Learn how to write a research design/empirical paper


mailto:so.proksch@uni-koeln.de
https://calendly.com/profproksch/office-hours?preview_source=et_card
https://michael-kaeding.eu/nrwdebattierteuropa/
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3. Prerequisites

Students are expected to bring an open mind and be open to engage with state-of-the-
art political science literature to inform their debate arguments and be ready to join a
debating team. By participating in the class, you declare your willingness to participate
in the final NRW debattiert Europa event either by being chosen as a debate participant
or a team supporter/audience member.

4. Course Requirements

This is a seminar, not a lecture. It is expected that students participate regularly and
actively in the seminar. Students will be evaluated on the basis of the following compo-
nents:

1. Debate group project (25%)

Each student will be assigned to a team during the first meeting. Each team will
consist of 3 members. The task will be to argue either for or against a pre-determined
reform proposal. Your responsibility as a team is to prepare, in writing, three 7-
minute speeches (approx. 1,000 words each) either for or against this proposal
(depending on whether you are in the pro or contra group). The three speeches
need to be cumulative and build upon each other. In other words, the first speech
should make an opening argument, whereas the second should elaborate on some
specific aspects or provide additional arguments, while the third one should make a
convincing closing argument. Each team will debate with the opposing side in class
in the following format:

Speech 1 Pro, followed by speech 1 Contra, followed by speech 2 Pro, speech 2
Contra, speech 3 Pro, and speech 3 Contra. Each speech cannot last longer than
seven minutes. Speakers 2 and 3 should prepare to respond to arguments made by
the opposing side in their speeches. Each group will furthermore receive credit for
participating with questions/interruptions in the other debates.

2. Constructive feedback on speeches (10%)
Each team will provide three specific suggestions on how to improve the speeches
of the other teams after the specific debate.

3. Participation in NRW debattiert (10%)

After the pre-debates in class, the course instructor will propose the final team
allocation for the NRW debattiert competition. Depending on the course size, all
course members may be chosen to participate. If there are more course participants
than available debating slots, the instructor will propose a selection.

The teams that are chosen to participate in the debate will prepare by simulating
the debate in the two sessions before the course. All *other* course participants will
be assigned to one of the three teams and help improve and re-write the speeches.
Everyone is expected to participate in the NRW debate even itself.

4. Final paper (55%)

Each student will write a final paper, due on March 13 (8-10 pages, 1,5 line spacing,
limit excluding references/figures/tables). There are two options for the final paper:
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e Option 1 - Research Design: The research design should outline an empirical
study related to politics in the EU. The research design should describe your
puzzle /research question, working hypotheses, state of the art, and the methods
and data you would collect and use. For instance, you could conceive of a
research design which aims a replication and extension of one of the studies in
the reading list (published in a peer-reviewed journal).

e Option 2 - Empirical Paper: If you have a dataset that you would like to
analyze, your paper could implement an empirical study related to reform
politics in the EU using an existing dataset.

5. Bonus Work

You will be able to collect 5 bonus percentage points to improve the final grade (bonus
points are not transferable to other semesters). You may receive the top grade for this
class without submitting any bonus work. Details on the bonus points will be made
available during the semester.

6. Course Material

Readings will be available as electronic articles through Ilias.

Version: August 25, 2025 3



Institutional Reform of the European Union

8. Course Outline

Session 1

Introduction

October 16, 12:00-13:30

Explanation of NRW debattiert Europa competition
Allocation of teams to debate groups

Reading:
e NRW debattiert Europa handbook

Session 2

Debate Topic 1: Should the EU restrict online anonymity in order
to better combat hate speech and fake news?
November 6, 10:00-13:30

Readings:

e Mutz, D. (2011). Population-based survey experiments. Princeton, NJ:
Princeton University Press. Chapter 4.

e Simon Munzert, Richard Traunmiiller, Pablo Barbera, An-
drew Guess, JungHwan Yang. 2025. “Citizen preferences
for online hate speech regulation”, PNAS Nezus, 4(2)pgaf032,
https://doi.org/10.1093 /pnasnexus/pgaf032

e Stummer, Sarah: A Right to Anonymity in the Digital Age: A
Discussion of the Opportunities, Risks and Limitations , Verf-
Blog, 2024/12/02, https://verfassungsblog.de/a-right-to-anonymity-in-
the-digital-age/, DOI: 10.59704/a1e0044384af2440.
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Session 3 Topic 2: Should the EU respond to Donald Trump’s tariff policies
with uniform levies on digital services?
November 20, 10:00-13:30
Readings:

e Hainmueller, Jens, Daniel J. Hopkins, and Teppei Yamamoto. 2014.
“Causal Inference in Conjoint Analysis: Understanding Multidimen-
sional Choices via Stated Preference Experiments.” Political Analysis
22(1): 1-30.

e De Vries, C. E., Hix, S., and Sorace, M. 2025. “Reforming supranational
institutions: Insights from a conjoint experiment in 16 countries.” Fu-
ropean Union Politics https://doi.org/10.1177/14651165251365561

e Thomadakis, A. 2025. “Towards a European Digital Services Tax: Re-
newing the Momentum for a Fair Contribution”, CEPS

e Politico. 2025. “Victory for Trump as EU backs down on digital taxes
in next budget”. July 11, 2025.

Session 4 Topic 3: Is the principle of open internal borders (Schengen) still
up to date?
December 12, 10:00-13:30
Readings:

e Jana Lipps, Ronja Sczepanski, Giorgio Malet. 2025. “Understand-
ing Preferences over Borders”, International Studies Quarterly, 69(1),
March 2025, sqaf003, https://doi.org/10.1093 /isq/sqaf003

e European Parliament. 2025. “State of the Schengen area”, EP Research
Service, 26 May 2025.

e Freudlsperger, C., Lipps, J., Nasr, M., Schilpp, E., Schimmelfennig, F.,
and Yildirim, A. 2024. “Pandemic bordering: domestic politicisation,
European coordination, and national border closures in the COVID-19
crisis.” Journal of European Public Policy, 31(10), 3151-3175.

Session 5 Practice Debates
January 8, 10:00-13:30
Readings TBA

Session 6 Practice Debates

January 22, 10:00-13:30

Readings TBA
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Session 7 NRW debattiert Europa competition
January 29, 11:00-18:00, University of Duisburg-Essen, Duisburg
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