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1. Course Description

This seminar focuses on radical right parties and coalition politics in Europe. We start
by clarifying conceptual foundations and investigating how mainstream parties respond
to the radical right. We then investigate the impact of the radical right in parliament
as well as in government coalitions, including on democracy and policy outcomes. In
addition, we take a multilevel perspective and explore the radical right in the European
Parliament. We conclude our course by studying voter perceptions of the cordon sanitaire
towards the radical right. In addition, the course includes hands-on data lab session with
introductions to important datasets on political parties, coalitions, policy-making, and
voters.

2. Course Objectives

• Develop capacity to understand and critically reflect on the main debates related to
the study of radical right parties and coalition governments

• Learn how to use R to analyze datasets on radical right parties and coalition politics
and present the results appropriately

• Develop oral presentation skills
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• Apply principles of constructive criticism to foster a positive and productive peer
learning environment

• Learn how to write an empirical research paper in political science

3. Prerequisites

This is an advanced seminar. In general, it is expected that students possess background
knowledge at the level of the following textbook: De Vries, Hobolt, Proksch, Slapin.
2025. Foundations of European Politics: A Comparative Approach, Oxford University
Press (Second edition). The book is accessible electronically through the Politics Trove
subscription of the university library. Students must have completed the Master-level
course in quantitative methods (or possess knowledge that is equivalent).

4. Course Requirements

This module follows the presentation + paper model of examination, meaning you will
complete several assignments. You need to submit ALL assignments in order to receive a
passing grade:

• Presentation component (45% of grade)

– Discussion leader for a class reading, 15% of grade (tba on first day of class)

– Presentation of term paper proposal, 20% of grade (on February 5)

– Peer discussant for a term paper proposal 10% of grade (on February 5)

• Paper component (55% of grade)

– Written proposal for an empirical term paper related to radical right parties
and coalition politics, 2-3 pages (1,5 line spacing), due January 22, 10% of
grade

– An empirical term paper on radical right parties and coalition politics, around
10-12 pages (1,5 line spacing, limit excluding references/figures/tables), due
March 13, 45% of grade (expectations for PhD students who take the course
as part of the CGS course program: final paper, 12-15 pages)

In addition, course participants can gain bonus points by completing a data exercise in
R using a dataset on radical right parties and coalition politics (3-page write up, including
visualizations and/or tables, due January 15). The bonus assignment will be evaluated as
pass/fail. Students who pass the bonus assignment will receive a final grade improvement
of 0,3. It is possible to receive the highest grade (1,0) without completing the bonus
assignment.

5. Course Material

Readings will be available as electronic articles through Ilias.
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6. Course Outline

October 16
10:00-11:30

Session 1 Course Introduction and Coalition Game

Introduction to course, allocation of discussant leader roles,
an interactive coalition game to get started (no need to prepare
anything)

October 30
10:00-13:30

Session 2 Conceptual Foundations

Readings:

• Golder, Matt. 2016. “Far right parties in Europe.” Annual
review of political science 19(1): 477-497.

• Arzheimer, Kai. 2018. “Explaining Electoral Support for the
Radical Right.” The Oxford Handbook of the Radical Right,
Ed. Rydgren, Jens. Oxford University Press, 143-165.

• Gidron, Noam, James Adams, and Will Horne. 2023. “Who
dislikes whom? Affective polarization between pairs of parties
in Western Democracies.” British Journal of Political Science
53(3): 997-1015.

Session 3 Mainstream Party Responses to the Radical Right

Readings:

• Meguid, Bonnie M. 2005. “Competition Between Unequals:
The Role of Mainstream Party Strategy in Niche Party Suc-
cess.” American Political Science Review 99(3): 347–59

• Krause, Werner, Denis Cohen, and Tarik Abou-Chadi. 2023.
“Does Accommodation Work? Mainstream Party Strategies
and the Success of Radical Right Parties.” Political Science
Research and Methods 11(1): 172–79.

• Van Spanje, Joost, and Nan Dirk De Graaf. 2018. “How
established parties reduce other parties’ electoral support:
the strategy of parroting the pariah.” West European Poli-
tics 41(1): 1-27.
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November 13
10:00-15:30

Session 4 The Radical Right in Parliament

Readings:

• Valentim, Valentim. 2021. “Parliamentary Representation
and the Normalization of Radical Right Support.” Compara-
tive Political Studies 54(14), 2475-2511

• Ellger, Fabio and Heike Klüver. 2024. “Adopting restriction:
how coalition governments respond to radical right parties.”
West European Politics

• Bäck, Hanna, Marc Debus, and Michael Imre. “Populist rad-
ical parties, pariahs, and coalition bargaining delays.” Party
Politics 30.1 (2024): 96-107.

Session 5 The Radical Right in Government

Readings:

• Bichay, Nicolas. 2022. “Populist radical-right junior coalition
partners and liberal democracy in Europe.” Party Politics
30(2), 236-246.

• Ruth-Lovell, Saskia and Sandra Grahn. 2023. “Threat or
corrective to democracy? The relationship between populism
and different models of democracy.” European Journal of Po-
litical Research 62(3): 677-698.

• Bichay, Nicolas. 2024. “Come Together: Far-Right Par-
ties and Mainstream Coalitions.” Government and Opposition
59(3): 633–54.

Session 6 Data Lab I

This lab introduces important data sets on political parties and
coalition politics and showcases their application potential. Stu-
dents get the opportunity to conduct their own analysis using these
data.
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November 27
10:00-15:30

Session 7 The Radical Right and Policy Outcomes

Readings:

• Jahn, Detlef. 2021. “Quick and dirty: how populist parties
in government affect greenhouse gas emissions in EU member
states.” Journal of European Public Policy 28(7): 980-997.

• Chueri, Juliana. 2020. “Social policy outcomes of government
participation by radical right parties.” Party Politics, 27(6),
1092-1104.

Session 8 The Radical Right in the European Union

Readings:

• Kollberg, Markus. 2024. “The challenger advantage–how
challenger parties disrupt mainstream party dominance in the
European Parliament.” Journal of European Public Policy: 1-
30.

• Chiru M, Wunsch N. 2023. “Democratic backsliding as a cat-
alyst for polity-based contestation? Populist radical right co-
operation in the European Parliament.” Journal of European
Public Policy 30(1): 64–83.

• Kelemen, R. D., Slapin, J. B., Fenzl, M., and Rieger, P. 2023.
“Out of sight out of mind? Voter attitudes about cooperation
with radical parties in Europe.” Journal of European Public
Policy, 32(1), 104–127.

Session 9 Data Lab II

This lab introduces additional data sets on political parties and
coalition politics and showcases their application potential. Stu-
dents get the opportunity to conduct their own analysis using these
data.
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January 15
10:00-13:30

Session 10 and 11 Voter Perceptions and Electoral Implications

Readings:

• Proksch, Sven-Oliver, Jens Wäckerle, Lukas Hetzer, Paula
Hoffmeyer-Zlotnik, Jasmin Rath, and Hauke Licht. 2025.
“Policy, Government Stability or Exclusion of the Radical
Right? Experimental Evidence on Voters’ Government Pref-
erences.” University of Cologne Working Paper.

• Balcells, Laia, Sergi Mart́ınez, Vicente Valentim, and Ethan
van der Wilden. 2025. “Re-Stigmatizing the Radical Right:
A One-Way Street?” Journal of Experimental Political Sci-
ence: 1–12.

• van Spanje, Joost, and Tim Weber. 2019. “Does ostracism
affect party support? Comparative lessons and experimental
evidence.” Party Politics, 25(6), 745-758

• Kollberg, Markus, Benjamin Lauderdale, and Christopher
Wratil. 2025. “Winning Votes and Changing Minds: Do
Populist Arguments Affect Candidate Evaluations and Issue
Preferences?” British Journal of Political Science 55

February 5
10:00-15:30

Sessions 12-14 Final Paper Project Presentations
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